
 

VI Form 
Home learning update 

The Axolotl at bedtime 
Never give your axolotl chocolatl in a botl 
Serve it in a tiny eggcup, not too cold and not too hotl. 
Make him sip it very slowly, not too much, never a lotl. 
After all, he’s just a sleepy, snuggly, bedtime, axolotl. 
 
Then tuck him – very gently – in his hand carved wooden cotl. 
Turn the light out, seven thirty, never later, on the dotl. 
Sing him songs of salamanders, give it everything you’ve gotl 

As there’s nothing like a tune to serenade your axolotl. 
 
Brush his gills out on the pillow, never mind the whys or whatl. 
Once he’s deeply all a-slumber, sweetly snoring, off you trotl. 
Think of him, snug in his dreamland, flying kites or sailing yachtl. 

Then you’ll sigh, you’ve done your duty, time to clean the pans and potl. 
Come tomorrow he’ll be one fresh, keen as mustard, axolotl. 

 
by 
Cath
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Prayer 
A Changing World 
We fell asleep in one world, and 
woke up in another. 
Suddenly Disney is out of magic, 
Paris is no longer romantic, 
New York doesn't stand up anymore, 
the Chinese wall is no longer a 
fortress, and Mecca is empty. 
Hugs & kisses suddenly become 
weapons, and not visiting parents & 

friends becomes an act of love. 
Suddenly you realise that power, 
beauty & money are worthless, and 
can't get you the oxygen you're 
fighting for. 
The world continues its life and it is 
beautiful. It only puts humans in 
cages. I think it's sending us a 
message: 
"You are not necessary. The air, earth, 
water and sky without you are fine. 
When you come back, remember that 
you are my guests. Not my masters." 
 

   
   

 
 
 

 

Store cupboard gardening 
Lettuce, Bok Choy and cabbage are relatively easy to grow from scraps. 
Instead of throwing out those leftover leaves, simply place them in a bowl 
with just a bit of water in the bottom. Keep the bowl somewhere that gets 
good sunlight and mist the leaves with water a couple of times each week. 
After 3 or 4 days, you will notice roots beginning to appear along with new 
leaves. When this happens you can transplant your lettuce or cabbage in 
soil. 
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Hopefully some of you will have started EPQ this week. There 
will a be a zoom meeting on Friday 1 May at 11am to find out 
more, this will be sent to your college email. If you wish to 
attend please make sure you have done the first three tasks set 

on SMH last week. See you there! 
  Weekly challenges 
I don’t know if you tried any of Silvio’s challenges from 

last weeks edition, but this week why not take on 
some of the following:  Draw like Mr Benbow, 
watch one of his videos and try for yourself, create a 
marble run, design and create a cardboard chair 
using only cardboard or design and create finger 
puppets to entertain others. 

Finally a hash tag worth looking at. 
#GettyMuseumChallenge. Whether you use Twitter or 
not the idea is pretty cool. Find some artworks you 

think you can recreate at home. This is something that 
can involve all the family or maybe you can spend 
hours doing one yourself.   

       
 

Miss Sandler has been in touch to commend the work 
being done by Year 12 students, specifically their 
fieldwork with deserved praise to Sophia, Zac and Ben. 
Miss Sandler said “I just want to say that I am really 
impressed with the Year 12s. They're working really 
well independently and asking sensible questions 
when needed. Future generations are looking good 
 

Getty Museum, recreate a 
masterpiece challenge 

Geography Fieldwork 

Extended Project Qualification: EPQ 
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Reviews 

I would like to encourage students in VI Form to contribute to this section. Anything you have listened to, 
watched or read recently that you could tell us about would be much appreciated as people are on the look 
out for ways to increase their cultural capital.  
 
I was approached by Emily in Year 12, who has written this review of a podcast she has recently listened 
to – in fact she has referred to it as a “must listen”.  
 
‘What is life really like in prison?’ by Law in Action BBC, hosted by Joshua Rosenburg, is 
something you should listen to during your time in Quarantine. Law in Action is a series of detailed 
podcasts, commenting on the law and making it more palatable for the common listener. It is not 
something particularly strenuous and often, you will be able to say you’ve learnt something knew. 
 
This episode in particular begins, as they all do, with a series of other mini, sub-topics. 
Joshua Rosenburg tackles with the idea of the ‘bed room’ tax and those who object to this; the 
spare room subsidy reduces your housing benefit if the government believe you have more rooms 
than necessary. Previously, the Supreme Court ruled in favour of several claimants as they found 
the measure discriminated against those who required a spare room due to severe disability. Yet, 
this is a continuous problem as the government had introduced new regulations but not back dated 
them. They go on to discuss this further, but I intend only to summarise. 
 
A statement that particularly astounds me every time I listen to this episode is ‘according to the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, less than half the people in the world 
live in countries where they are protected by the Rule of Law’. To give a brief description, the rule 
of law is set out by the World Justice Project (World Justice Project, n.d.) as a universal concept 
that abides by a set of 4 principles; accountability, just laws, open government and accessible 
justice. If you are not familiar with this, the Rule of Law is vital to all legal systems and stems back 
to the Magna Carta in 1215 which, although it has been disputed, creates some of the ideas still 
proposed in law today. 
 
He then goes onto interview Richard Susskind, who claims the future of law could be online. The 
idea would be a cheaper, more accessible, faster service; however, there is apprehension towards 
this movement due to issues such as a need for a basic level of literacy which some may not have. 
Susskind claims the hard to reach will always be hard to reach- make of this what you will. 
 
Finally, we go onto hear about the primary topic, prison from the inside. Rosenburg talks about a 
series of 4 podcasts called ‘Secret Life of Prisons’, in which former inmates are interviewed. They 
visit Brixton prison to speak to some of those who participated in the podcasts- Brixton holds the 
headquarters for the world’s first national prison radio station called ‘National Prison Radio’. The 
station broadcasts 24/7, speaking about a range of issues as well as providing help to prepare people 
for life after prison. He speaks to several individuals- one being a woman by the name of Paula 
Harriet who as well as being a former inmate is the co-host of the podcasts. 
 
Prisoners wanted to correct the inaccurate presentation of them in the media, demonstrate the 



 
 
 
 

 

MAY 1 2020 

 

5 

 

challenges of being in prison in an artistic way. The podcasts cover the key points of being in 
prison from those who are deemed ‘experts’ on life on the inside. Harriet argues that even though 
they have served time, they are still human beings who are capable of love, creativity and self-
expression. We hear a selection of extracts from their podcasts- it is heart wrenching. It seems we 
forget that these people are still individuals who have been stripped of their persona. They deviate 
onto the issue of children, Harriet does not propose any absurd ideas but emphasises the need for 
the prison visiting system to be run more efficiently- these children should not suffer because of 
their parents’ crimes, so start the visiting hours on time. Overall, visiting hours seem to be a 
tremendously emotive experience for all those involved. 
 
Yet, personally, there is only a certain degree of sympathy I can possess for their situation. Whilst 
the legal system has its faults, its one true aim is to provide justice. Justice takes many forms and 
we must not forget that most people behind bars are there due to disregarding the law. 
 
To conclude, this episode provides insight into the innovative projects composed to redefine the 
portrayal of prison. If you’ve not been persuaded to feed your inner lawyer by listening, I strongly 
encourage you to watch the TED Talk ‘How I defend the Rule of Law’ by Kimberly Motley. 
Motley uses her experiences to show the inaccuracies of the legal system in Afghanistan.  
 
Personally, my perspective of the legal system as a whole was changed and its importance in 
protecting those most vulnerable was powerfully highlighted. 
 
Thanks for reading, 
 
Emily  
 
You will be able to read more of Emily’s blogs on www.medium.com @millydixon 
 

http://www.medium.com/
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